
 

 

Daily evidence digest 2 April 2020 

New guidance for Aboriginal people, GP telehealth, surge capacity, model-
based analysis of severity, vulnerable workforce 
 
Guidance has been released from various bodies: 

 The Australian Government has released a Management Plan for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Populations. It provides guidance for preparedness, suspected cases, outbreak 
situations, and the stand down phase  click here  

 The RACGP has released a guide for telephone and video consultations in general practice 
which outlines when to use telehealth; principles for quality care, privacy and risk management 
click here  

 The Royal College of Pathologists has published a briefing on testing for COVID-19 click here   

 The Gastroenterological Society of Australia has release guidance for clinicians caring for 
patients with inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) during the COVID-19 pandemic click here 

 The Royal College of Ophthalmologists has published a set of core principles for organising 
ophthalmology services during COVID-19  click here 

 Recommendations for physiotherapy management in the acute hospital setting were published 
In the Journal of Physiotherapy click here 

 Guidelines for the management of critically ill adults click here  

 Recommendations from Royal Australasian College of Dental Surgeons regarding safety for 
dental professionals  click here  

The TGA released an alert on lack of scientific evidence to support the usage of vitamin C in the 
management of COVID-19 click here 

An article based on ANZICS data, explores the surge capacity of Australian ICUs and discusses 
required increases in workforce and ventilator click here 

Emerging perspectives  

 A new blog from the CEBM notes a shift from hospitals to the community could avert a 
disaster for the wider population, reducing risk of healthcare workers acting as potential 
vectors click here   

 A number of letters on optimising care and protection for oncology patients click here and 
here  

 Implications for older clinicians in the workforce and considerations to protect and preserve 
workforce during COVID-19 pandemic in a viewpoint published in JAMA click here  

 Operational instructions on COVID-19 disease Emergency Operational Instructions for Mental 
Health Departments issued by the Italian Society of Epidemiological Psychiatry click here 

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/management-plan-for-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-populations
https://www.racgp.org.au/FSDEDEV/media/documents/Clinical%20Resources/Guidelines/Guide-to-providing-telephone-and-video-consultations.pdf
https://www.racgp.org.au/FSDEDEV/media/documents/Clinical%20Resources/Guidelines/Guide-to-providing-telephone-and-video-consultations.pdf
https://www.rcpath.org/uploads/assets/0339edd7-e689-4eef-9983066eae964310/ebb57000-9c49-4b1e-9cc7cb8b8542ab7a/College-briefing-on-testing-for-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.rcpath.org/discover-pathology/news/testing-for-covid-19.html
https://www.gesa.org.au/public/13/files/COVID-19/GESA_IBD_Clinician_Recommendations_%20COVID19_26032020_FINAL.pdf
https://rcophth.ac.uk/2020/03/covid-19-update-and-resources-for-ophthalmologists/
https://www.wcpt.org/sites/wcpt.org/files/files/wcptnews/images/Physiotherapy_Guideline_COVID-19_FINAL.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00134-020-06022-5
https://www.racds.org/covid-19
https://www.tga.gov.au/alert/no-evidence-support-intravenous-high-dose-vitamin-c-management-covid-19
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2020/212/10/surge-capacity-australian-intensive-care-units-associated-covid-19-admissions?utm_source=carousel&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=homepage
https://www.cebm.net/2020/03/covid-19-the-tipping-point/
https://ijgc.bmj.com/content/early/2020/03/27/ijgc-2020-001419
https://esmoopen.bmj.com/content/5/2/e000759
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2764073
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-psychiatric-sciences/article/covid19-disease-emergency-operational-instructions-for-mental-health-departments-issued-by-the-italian-society-of-epidemiological-psychiatry/C478CBAB0C399F4EEF192747B7082B33
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Twitter  

There is increasing Twitter activity on leadership and the need to focus on human factors when 

responding to COVID-19. The King’s Fund has published a blog on compassionate leadership and key 

points from the @BMJLeader #BMJLeaderchat include: (1) leading through a crisis requires the long 

view; (2) there is a need for collaborative and distributed leadership; (3) leaders can show vulnerability. 

 

International expert advisory committee  

The International experts’ advisory committee for the Critical Intelligence Unit met on 1 April 2020.  The 

committee explored how to fit “innovation for tomorrow” with the urgency of the “now” response and get 

ready for the “post” emergency. Follow @nswaci and track #ACIshare and #NSWHealthCIU on twitter.  

 

 

 

Tweet from @gapingvoid  

 

https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/blog/2020/03/covid-19-crisis-compassionate-leadership

